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\ WORK. 7 
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ITS A 

LITTLE 

MOIST 
HERE 


THOUGH. 


WE CAN'T 
TURN THIS 


SOIL INTO 
A RICE 
FIELD. 


W М 


MY IN 


YOU STUPID 
SAMURAI, 
YOU CAN'T 
PLOW A 
FARM ON 

YOUR OWN! 
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IT MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
EASY FOR УОП 
TO BULLY EVERY- 
ONE AROLIND 
BY BRUTE 


! your SOIL 
TASTES 


x : | | | 
\ Ар № 
“а ( Т... 


\ 


DARN IT. 
MY SPIRIT 
IS TOO 
WORKED 
ІР. 


AM I 
FARMING? 


WHO FIGHT 
Ў DO you 
А THINK 


THE OLD 
MAN'S 
CAVE. 


WE NEED 
TO STOCK 
ЦР ON 
WHATEVER 
WE CAN 
BEFORE 
WINTER... 


СКЕН 
ІМ5АМЕ. 


NOW 
EVEN THIS fs 
HOE FEELS Ж 


ITS NOT 
JUST ABOUT 
THE ARMS, | 

IORI. 


..NEARLY 
FORGOT- 
TEN... 


THE ONLY 
OUTLET IN 
MY ARMS. NO 
WONDER MY 
SWORD IS 


\ 


засне ся 
O PROBABLY 
PROVE THINK... 
YOUR 
YOU'VE 
MANAGED 
EVERYTHING 
ALL ON 1 
YOUR OWN. 
WITHOUT 
ANYONE'S 


№ 


SO LONG 
TO GROW 
THIS 


(ШІ | 
ІШІ ! 
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NOW LOOK 
WHAT'S 
HAPPENED. 


ENOLIGH \ 


ALREADY. 
STOP. 


„АМ 
Цагын 
SURVIVED... 


THE 


-48 HARD ТО 
TAKE WHEN LT A 
YOU'VE GIVEN DERSON 
ЦР AND 
ARE DOING STRUGGLING 
NOTHING. TO GET 


STRONGER... 
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ВЕСОМЕ5 
ALL ТОО 

APPARENT. 


SO THEY 
TRY TO 
GET RID 
OF YOU. 


WHEN 
EVERYONES N 
DOWN AND OUT, 
IT'S EASY TO 
FORGET YOUR 


WHEN 
THEY CAN'T 
EVEN DO 
THAT 
MUCH... 


... THEY 
DESPISE AND 
SHUN YOU. 


=e 
„ТНЕУ ж” 
WON'T HAVE 
TO FACE 


THEMSELVES. ГЭ 


НЕМІ) 


ONLY EAT 
LITTLE BY 
LITTLE... 
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| HEH НЕН... 
WE DID 


I WAS 
HOPING YOU 
WERE 
вит YOU DESPERATE... 
TWO ARE 


ON YOUR 


..ТО SAVE 
YOUR 
FAMILIES, 
OR SOME- 
THING... 


WELL, AT 
LEAST 
NO ONE 
WILL BE 
MISSING 


CARE TO 
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НЕАЕ. ІТ 


FACING 
HARD 
TIMES! / 


WHERE'D 
YOU GET 
IT?! 


WE HAVE 
SOME RICE 
BALLS HERE 

TOO. 


WHY, 
WHAT A 
SURPRISE. 


OTHERWISE 
YOULL 
STARVE TO 
DEATH IN A 
FEW DAYS. 
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THOSE _FEEDING 
Two? EVERYONE. 
IMPOSSIBLE. Лус : 


А. 221111 


< ў 
X МҰ 
SS Ken 


ХІ 


7 
N 


¿A HELP THEM. 
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КО COULD KEEP 


CHEWING 
WITHOUT 
SWALLOW- 
ING. 
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THEY LOOK THE SAME. 


..BETWEEN D 
HIS 


IFFER- 
ENCE... 
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THIS IS 
DISGUST- 
{ №! 


IM HERE 
AGAIN... 


ITS JUST 
THAT 
SHÜSAKU'S 
SOIL IS... 


RIGHT, SHD- / /! 
ЗАКИ? 
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WON'T YOU 
SHARE SOME 
OF YOUR 
SOIL? 


THE GOOD 

SOIL MIGHT 

HELP IORI'S 
FIELD. 


WHAT THIS SOIL 
MEANS TO МЕ? 
YOU MUST 
HAVE 
SOMETHING 
JUST AS... 


OR 


YOU WON'T 

BE ABLE TO 

PLANT RICE 
IN THE 
SPRING. 


OR 
DIDN'T YOU 
EVER THINK 
ABOUT IT... 


THE SOIL 
AND THE 
PADDIES... 


VILLAGE 
HAS NO 
HOPE... 


TLL TELL 
YOU THE 
DIFFERENCE. 


YOUR SOIL yy HAVE BEEN 
HAS NEVER CONNECTED 
BEEN TO THAT 
TOUCHED. SOIL FOR 


ITS 
BRIMMING 
WITH LIFE. 


A MAN 
DEDICATED 
TO KILLING 

OTHERS 
COULDN'T 

POSSIBLY 
GRASP THAT 


LET'S TRY 


-BUT І САМ 


BEFORE, I : 

COULDN'T EVEN ЖЕК ШЫ ” 
TELL THE ог 

DIFFERENCE, AND SIR 


THAT WAS WHY 
WE FAILED LAST 
TIME WE TRIED 
FLOODING THE 
FIELD. 
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ТНЕМ N BUT 
WE WON'T BE Y Ж WINTER'S 
ABLE TO DO \ COMING! 
ANYTHING. | 


AT THE 
MERCY OF 
HEAVEN AND 
EARTH. 


BUT 
ITS THIS 
DIFFERENCE 
THATLL YIELD 
A CROP OR 
; МОТ. ТНЕ 
М SERIOUS- URGENCY... 


WE'VE 
MANAGED 
TO GET THIS 
WITHOUT 1 FAR THANKS 
IT, THE 
LAND GOT | 
FLOODED. |) 


BEE] 
TRAINING 
A LOT 
LATELY. 


THIS MUST 
MEAN HE'S 
GOING BACK 
TO BEING A 


SOON HELL 
LEAVE AND 
JOIN THE 
CASTLE. 


ADMIRABLE, 
REALLY... 
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VILLAGE CAN 


SURVIVE. 
THAT'S THE 


KIND OF... 


YOU'RE 
WASTING 


YOUR 
TIME. 
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DON'T 
you 
REALIZE 
WHO I 


THE 
ALMIGHTY 
MIYAMOTO 

MUSASHI. 


WE TRIED TO 

PLOW THIS 

-BUT WE LAND OVER 
FAILED. AND OVER... , 


-WASHED 
IT ALL 


А PHILO- 
SOPHICAL 
DISCUSSION. 


HOW IS IT 
THAT YOU 
GO ON LIKE 
THIS? 


SHOZO, 


„7 THE MAN WHO 


WHEN HIS WIFE 
WAS TOO WEAK 
TO FEED THEIR 


NONE OF 
US WERE AS 
DETERMINED 
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DOS 
қасы 


2 зай? WE STILL 
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WON'T ROCKS, 


22 MUSASHI. 


М 


AN 
2 МЯ EZ ё > 
А N 
ПЕРА А FA, 


$ 
с 
< SSW 
N \ 


S 
EN 


I FORGOT 
ABOUT IT 
COMPLETELY. 


\ ID 
moon | EVEN RECALL 


I HAD TO BE < : HOW THE 
THOUGHT 
шы x OCCURRED 


TO ME. 


| HAVING AN 


HAVENT % | ра | LINWAVERING 
GIVEN ІР. SPIRIT... 


YOU'VE HAD 

A TASTE OF 

THAT SAME 
SPIRIT... 


ILL BE 
ONE WITH 
THE LAND. 
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THE SOIL 
FEELS 
DIFFERENT. 


THERE'S 
A BIT 
MORE. 

HAVE IT. 


МИЗАЗНГ5 


DO you FIELD 
EVEN HAVE AGAIN? 


THE 
STRENGTH? 


THOUGH HE'S 
A SAMURAI, HE 
WON'T GIVE UP 
ON PLOWING 
THAT SOIL. 
HES AT IT 
FROM 
MORNING TO 


THERE'S 


SOMETHING 

sg. Ч aa 

STRANGE THAT MAN. 
FLOWS OUT 
FROM HIM... 


OF 
COURSE, 
HE KNOWS 
NOTHING ABOUT 
FARMING 
‘CAUSE HE'S А 
SAMURAI. 


THAT'S 
WHERE WE 
HAVE TO 
HELP HIM 
OUT. 


MAYBE WE 
CAN MAKE 
RICE FROM 
THIS FIELD... 


I GET THE 
FEELING IT 
MIGHT 
HAPPEN 
THIS TIME. 


WE GOT 
THE WATER 
BOILING. 


LET'S TAKE 
A REST, 
MUSASHI. 


ASIA 
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BREATHING, 
OLD MAN? 


.“ТІМЕ TO 
CHECK ON 
THE RICE 
FIELD OF 
THOSE 


ДУ WE POTATOES. 
7 SHOULD 

TRY THIS 
4 PART OF 

THE FIELD. 


SOMETHING || 
WE САМ HAR- || 


SIT AROUND р 
WHILE 
EVERYONE'S 
PLOWING. 


ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT, 
SHOZO? 
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№ 
(0 


LET'S 
FLOOD 
THE 


“ий 


ITS 
STRANGE 
HOW HARD 
WE'VE BEEN 
WORKING 

WHILE WE'RE 
STARVING. 


WHAT 
DEDICA- 
TION. 


RECALL US 
BEING SLICH 
HARD 
WORKERS. 


TOMORROW || 
SHOULD р 

BE SUNNY 
TOO. 


PROBABLY 
BECAUSE 
THIS 


„МЕ 
THINK IT'S 
GOING 
TO WORK. 


IF THE 
WATER 
STAYS... 


WE'LL 
BE ABLE TO 
PLANT HERE 

IN THE 

SPRING. 


THE REST 
IS UP 
TO THE 
LAND. 


IF THIS 
DOESN'T 
WORK, THEN 
NOTHING 


TEES 
AEE 


1) р у 


ISN й 


ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH. 
GIVE IT UP. 


ES 


THIS ISN’ 
YOUR 
BLIRDEN 
TO BEAR. 


TO GET CUT 
EVER DOWN ОМ TO BE THE LOSE. 
FLEETING... ТНЕ DAY STRONGEST. 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENS TO 


GO WRONG. 


I JUST 
WANT MY 
KIDS TO 
HAVE 
SOMETHING 
TO EAT. 


“а 


N 
A 


PUDDLE 
WAS HERE 
( LAST TIME 
ó TOO. 


WHY DID 
MUSASHI 
CHOOSE THIS 
AREA IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE? 


you 
MISSED. 


MAKES IT 
WORK 
DEPENDS ON 
WHAT'S DEEP 
BELOW. 


WATER 
HASN'T 
DRAINED. 


IT MUST 
HAVE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN LIKE 


IS THE 
RIGHT 
SPOT... 
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UNPLOWED 
AREA 
OVER 


THIS AREA 
MAY VERY 
WELL BE... 


FERTILE. 


HAVE TO 
EXTEND 
THIS PUDDLE 
CAREFULLY... 


THE AREA 
HERE IS 
BARREN. 


BUT THIS 
MEANS...WE 
HAVE TO 
START ALL 


A 
THERE'S МО 
TIME TO 
DRAG YOUR 
FEET. 
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ON THE 
VERGE OF 
VANISHING... 


RETURNS. 


THIS 15 
THE RIGHT 
SPOT. 
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THERE'S 
NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. 


PLEASE 
DON'T 
LEAVE US. 


PLEASE 
HELP US. 


FATHER 
WAS SAYING 
4 THAT YOUR 
1] FIELD IS OUR 
LAST HOPE. 


Former 
rice paddy 
(now to be 


vsedasa 
garden) 


ILL BOIL 

IT DOWN 

SO УОП 
CAN 25 

DRINK IT. £ 
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THIS, OLD 
MAN 


[ER 


ope s 


you 
DIDN'T 
NEED 
THAT 
CANE 
BEFORE. 


I CANT 
MAKE ANY 
PROMISES... 


THE FOOLS 
HERE ARE ALL 
COUNTING ON 
IT... THEY'RE 
COUNTING ON 
THAT FIELD OF 
YOURS. 


IF IT 
DOESN'T 
WORK OUT, 
THEY'LL 
POINT THE 
FINGER AT 
УОП... 


THEY'VE 
SPENT THEIR 
ENTIRE LIVES 

BLAMING 

OTHERS. 


.«КЕРЕАТІМО 
АМ ENDLESS 
CYCLE OF 
LIFE AND 
DEATH... 


„AND 
SPAWNING 
NEW LIFE. 


MY RICE 
PADDY WAS 
PLOWED FOR 


| GENERATIONS... 
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50 1 
CAN'T 
PROMISE 
you 


ANYTHING. 


YOURSELF, 
MUSASHI. 


i “ SAMURAI 
Ы ину DID THIS + ARE 
STRANGER INCREDIBLE. / 


COME HERE y I 
AND DECIDE HE BANT 
TO STAY? ӘЛЕН 


7 
AN JUST LIKE |, 


us. ўў. 
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IF HE 
HADN T, WE 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN DONE 
IN By BAN- 
DITS! 


WE OUGHT 
TO BE 
GRATEFUL. 


> 
SE. 


HOW 
COULD 
THEY SO 
EASILY 
SURRENDER 
THEMSELVES? 


MUSASHI 
FAINTED. 


N 
WAN 


AÑ N 
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I WANT Ñ 
1 ТО ET | 
| SOMETHING, 


WILL 
| MUSASHI 
| SUCCEED 


AN 
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КЕСЕМТІ.У, 
І FELT I 
WAS BEING 
WATCHED... 


МЕКЕ JUST 
WATCHING. 


„TRYING 


[m 


ARE УОП 
GOING... 


„„НЕГРЕР 
ЕУЕКУОМЕ. 


NEW 
LIVES TO 
THRIVE... 
OVER THE 
DEAD. 


FINALLY 
TO REST 
WITH THE 


THE LAND 
| OF THIS 
| VILLAGE. 
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Breath 


HELP US, 
MUSASHI. 


... SURRENDER 
YOURSELF TO 
SOMEONE 
LIKE THAT? 


SHOSAKU... 
TOLD US 
TO BRING 
THIS SOUP 


WHATEVER 
STRENGTH 
YOU HAVE 
LEFT HAS TO 
BE PUT INTO 
WORKING 
THIS SOIL/ 


STOP 
CALLING 
us 


5 й сей GOTTA 
А = HURRY OR 
(nf И THE SOIL 

WILL FREEZE 


THE SOIL ON 
THIS SIDE'S NOT 
GOOD FOR RICE, 

BUT WE CAN 

STILL USE IT 

FOR OTHER 


АТ LEAST 
WE CAN 
SING. 
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WHY 
NOT WORK 
WITH A 
SMILE...? 


GETTING 
DIRTY IN 
THE FIELD... 
THE SUN 
SHINES ON 
ME... 
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BRIGHTER 
| І AM 


N YAH... 


t 


NU /» 


% 
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AN ANA 
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TURN ONE 
GRAIN TO A 
MILLION. 


ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT, 
5НЦ5АКЦ? 


THEN GO 
GATHER DRY 
LEAVES! 


` HURRY ІТ 
UP, YOU 


/ DONT YOU 
/ KNOW WHY НЕ 4 
ones жо” / и 
COLLECT THE SEEN THE 
CROP TAX? 41! 14 LORD COME 
/ GER HERE? 


MUSASHI | 


WHY HE 
WON'T EVEN 
DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT THIS 
FAMINE? 


ITS 
BECAUSE 
THEY'VE 

GIVEN UP 

ON THIS 

VILLAGE. 


FLOODED 
TOO MANY 
TIMES EVERY 
YEAR, IT 
WON'T YIELD 
ANY CROPS. 


ITS SOIL... 


ITS ALL 


BEFORE 
WINTER 
COMES... 


HEAVENS 
ARE 
WATCHING 
OVER US. 
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МАКЕ ІТ 
ВКЕАТНЕ. 
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WIELDING (и ©, 1 FEEL 
THE HOE. - 


MY BODY'S 


„-УОЦ TRY i 74 AS IF 

TO CLOSE YOU TRULY 
OFF THE ; UNDERSTAND 
SOIL... Ñ THE SWORD... 


Оо 


MY SWORD 
WILL 
END UP 
DECAYED 
TOO. 


DON'T 
CLOSE 
YOURSELF 
OFF. 
OPEN ПР. 


OPPONENT. 
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SHÜSAKU'S 
SOIL... 


Жыт 
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FATHER, / 
WE FINALLY U 

MADE 

A RICE 


PADDY 
HERE. 


YOU WERE 
WATCHING 
OVER US, 

RIGHT? 


..SAW THE 
ARRIVAL OF 
THE FIRST 
SNOW. 


AND THE 
WINTER 
OF DEATH 


When the Water 
Turns Warm 
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WON'T YOU 
HOLD HIM? 


HE OWES 

HIS LIFE 

TO YOU, 
AFTER 
ALL. 


WE HAVE 
TWO RICE 
PADDIES. 
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WELL SPLIT 
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GROW 
THEM... 


АЎ «А 
AZAR 


DIVIDE IT 
AMONGST 
EVERYONE. 
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WHEN THE 
HARVEST 
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THERE'S E 
NOTHING 
TO EAT... 
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FIFTY... 
MAYBE A 
HUNDRED. 


SPRING? 


EVEN IF WE 
LAST THAT 
LONG...WE 
STILL WON'T 
BE ABLE TO 
HARVEST FOR 
A WHILE. 
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CONGRATULATIONS... 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
SEEKING 
IT OUT 


22 THIS 15 
WHERE 
YOU DIE. | 


JANUARY... 


THE MINIMAL 
STOCK OF 
GRAINS, 
WHEAT AND 
DRIED 
RADISHES... 


WITH NO 
MORE 
WHEAT AND 
GRAINS... 


...ACORNS 
AND OTHER 
TREE NIITS 
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AND BY 
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ITS 
BECAUSE 
THEY ALL 
LIVE 
ON THIS 
FORSAKEN 
LAND. 


I THOUGHT 
THIS WAS A 
PLACE I JUST 
HAPPENED TO 
STUMBLE LIPON. 


IS THIS Е BUT 
THE PLACE z£ THIS... 
WHERE I (4 = 
WILL DIE? 


SWORD AND 
RUN FROM 
THIS AWFUL 


ITS 
ALREADY 
DECIDED 

WHETHER ILL 
LIVE OR DIE 
HERE 


THAT'S 
RIGHT AND 
THAT'S 


THATS 
WHY 
YOURE 
FREE. 


ALREADY 
DECIDED... 


THEY 
SAY ITS 
EDIBLE. 
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THAT'S 
WHAT IT 
LOOKS 
LIKE... 


„ТО A 
GOD OF 
DEATH 
LIKE ME. 
HA HA/ 
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WHENEVER 


-THATS 
RIGHT: 
STILL... 


IM 
FREE TO 


AND. WHAT. 
WILL YOU 
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YOU CAN 
BE WHO 


УОП 
REALLY 
ARE. 
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YOURE 
A KIND 
MAN. 
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EY, 
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PLEASE 
HELP... 


End of volume 36 


A note on names: The names presented within the context of this manga are 
presented in the traditional Japanese order—surname followed by first name. 
“Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musashi’s last name and “Musashi” is his first name. The 
name of the creator of Vagabond, however, has been presented first name fol- 
lowed by last name. “Takehiko” is the author’s first name and “Inoue” is his last. 


A Brief Historical Overview 

The Sengoku (warring states) period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of chaos and 
conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the shogunate, had 
grown increasingly weak, and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous 
daimyo (domain lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, the daimyo were 
constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on 

a mission to unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, he managed to 
control approximately one-third of Japan by the time of his assassination in 1582. One 

of Nobunaga’s chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga’s successor to carry 
on the quest for unification. Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi 
succeeded in creating a federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590 order was restored to 
Japan under Hideyoshi’s rule. Hideyoshi’s death in 1598, however, presented the question 
of succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained loyal to the 
Toyotomi Clan and its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa Ieyasu, however, 
leading the major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's 
leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino (located 

in present-day Gifu Prefecture), where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelming victory. 
From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. 
The political stability that resulted put mass numbers of samurai out of work. Masterless 
samurai, known as rōnin, were forced to wander the land to seek out employment. This, 
the beginning of the Edo period (1600-1868), set the stage for many of the period dramas 
and chambara sword-fighting films that have popularized the image of the samurai to a 
Western audience. 


Hon’ami Koetsu (1558-1637) 

Famed artist and calligrapher who cofounded an influential arts movement called the 
Rinpa School. Köetsu was involved in numerous fields including tea ceremony, pottery 
and calligraphy. In addition, Köetsu succeeded the line of his ancestral business of sword 
polishing and appraisals. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Нош те! (1521-1607) of Hozoin Temple, which 
was а sub-temple of Köfukuji Temple in Nara. This spear technique is typified by quick 
dexterous movements rather than the use of brute force. 
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